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ill*are a little surprised to learn that 
even in England there is slovenly and 
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and which need not add to the burde 
of the curriculum, is the ability to 
speak in public—to give clear and 
succinct expression to his ideas in @ 
company of his fellows. He will prob 
ably find it easiest to acquire this abil- 
ity in a debating society or simila 
body, for it is more a matter of cul 
tivation than of natural endowment. 
The level of public speaking in the 
medical profession is lower than in 
the professions of law and teaching 
and in the Church and the Civil Serv 
ice. It is below the level which used to 
obtain in medical societies, whose old 
members, accustomed as they were to 
deliberate speech, with a slight polish 
on it, would be aghast at the sloven- 
liness prevailing today. There are out- 
standing exceptions, but in general 
the standard of speaking in medical 
assemblies—scientific, business, or so- 
cial—has_ deteriorated. Discussions 
are casual and conversational, speech 
is slipshod, articulation is 
garded. It is a refreshment to find a 
speaker who has not only something 
to say but a way of saying it, a sense 
of phrase and structure, with sen- 
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